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Satisfactory arrangement 
for drives with short centers.

Shaft Adj.

It is best to have one shaft adjustable
as shown directly above. Or use a chain 
tightener as shown in the lower arrangement.

Chain 
tightener

Chain 
tightener

When slack side is on top some 
means must be provided to adjust 
slack side tension.

Satisfactory arrangement 
for drives with short centers.

Chain 
tightener

Chain 
tightener

For drives on steep inclines 
some means must be provided 
to adjust slack side tension.

This arrangement, while sometimes 
used, is not as satisfactory as that 
shown above.

Unsatisfactory arrangement.
(No adjustment is provided.)

Chain 
tightener

Best arrangement for vertical
drives where means for adjusting
slack is possible.

Narrow Ends of Links
(Tight side traveling toward the small sprocket.)

Slack Side

Tight SideLarge 
Sprocket

Small
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Drive Chain Arrangements
The position of the drive and driven sprockets can greatly 
affect the life of the chain drive. Figure 16 illustrates a variety of
arrangements with favorable and unfavorable features indicated.

Figure 16

Direction of Travel
The travel direction affects the wear life of offset drive chains.
Figure 17 illustrates the general rule for chain travel direction. 
It is as follows: The narrow or roller end of links on the tight
side should travel toward the small sprocket, regardless if it is 
a drive or driven sprocket.

Figure 17


